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demonstrates the insidious effect that poverty has on life after the first 28 days.
The role of the modern neonatal intensive care unit as well as advances in pharmacology and technology have helped to make substantial inroads into both perinatal and neonatal mortality. In our institution, which serves an area with a high infant mortality rate, the survival of babies weighing <1000 g at birth has doubled over the last two decades. However, only a small fraction of infants that are premature or critically ill can benefit from neonatal intensive care unit care alone. In our population in 1997, 40% of infant mortality occurred in the postneonatal period. More current data among our teenage mothers demonstrate that at present, 60% of infant mortality now occurs in the postneonatal period.
Much has been made of the cost of neonatal intensive care unit care and of the dollars spent to protect the newborn, even as we make some attempts to get care and resources to the fetus, or even increase resources before conception to lessen the enormous burden intensive care places on scarce available medical dollars. Unfortunately, by placing emphasis on the care of the newborn and on the neonatal intensive care unit, we tend to decrease our emphasis on and our insight into the long-term and follow-up care and monitoring that make these commitments lifelong and intolerably expensive for all too many individuals.
The healthcare community lives this drama every day, and understands the patient's dilemma all too well. We recite the litany of preventive care, patient responsibilities to complement patients' rights, and so on, but barriers exist. It takes time and money to access care, even when it exists and is readily available. Does an impoverished single mother spend these precious resources on bread or on transportation? On milk or on a vaccination? On a babysitter or on her own rehabilitation?
Providing a high level of prenatal care is of unquestionable benefit. However, it must be stressed that this is only part of the larger issue. Infant mortality, childhood health status, and life expectancy all mirror the greater impact the poverty culture brings Who is standing up to shoulder the responsibility to discuss and bring meaningful change? 
